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Introductory Statement: Application developers have been unit testing for years and with good reason. However A common question for many is why should I test? They more than likely agree that is a good idea but requires a large amount of effort. 
Well with PHPUnit the testing process can be automated see you don’t have to go through every Block of code manually to ensure proper functionality after updating A portion of your code. This is about automating the process and preventing work down the road.
Using PHPUnit can facilitate and expedite future maintenance is properly written unit tests can catch bugs and abnormal code behaviors.
If you are starting your project, test driven development can speed up the process as you can be confident that your code works before moving on. Without test driven development, it’s common to find bugs later in the development process requiring programmers to revisit older blocks of code slowing the development process.
If unit tests are written to cover anticipated behaviors in the code, those behaviors can be confidently checked and accepted streamlining the building process.
Frequently, developers are forced to work with code written by others and perceived to be back requiring re-factoring. For those poor souls, implementation of unit testing can can assist in several areas. 
First: Unit testing can find areas in the application that require re-factoring. If the method is an interface method and cannot be tested, it will need refactoring.
Second: Because it is difficult to test large blocks of code, developers are forced to modularize and make portable smaller bits of functionality that are more easily testable. The mere implementation of unit testing allows programmers to focus their attention on improving code by refactoring code into testable chunks.
Third: It forces the developer to learn the code or to refactor to a point of better understandability.

Now that we know the benefits, in the next chapter, we’ll focus on when to unit test and where to focus our efforts.

