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Mocks & Stubs
In short, these are dummy classes which provide exactly the same interface as the class they are replacing for the test.
Stubs perform no calculations and always return a predictable value (eg; NULL, or a predefined value). Mocks also perform no calculations, but are used to follow the execution path of the calling code. That is, to ensure that a particular function from the Mock is called, it must somehow verify that it has been called with the expected parameters.


Mocks & Stubs with PHPUnit
Both Mocks & Stubs are created by calling the function $this->getMock when in a class that extends PHPUnit_Framework_TestCase. The difference between a Mock and a Stub only becomes apparent when you as the tester give this new class its functionality. That is, setting a consistent return value for a stub, or telling PHPUnit what to expect when called and how many times it should be called, etc.


Conclusion: Let’s get started


Exercise Files:

None
