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Video Objective: Setting up our server environment. 

Mocking allows us to test the behavior of our object

Mock objects are used in unit-testing to mimic the behavior of real objects in test cases. By using them the functionality of the object you are implementing would be easier to test. Here are some situations where the use of a mock object is beneficial:
1. The real implementation of one or more dependencies of an object has not been realized yet. Let’s say you’re tasked to do some processing on some data from a database. You would probably call on a method of some form of data access object or data repository, but what if the database has not been setup yet? What if the there was no data available (a situation I’ve encountered one too many times) or if the code that queries the database hasn’t been written yet? A mock data access object simulates the real data access object by returning some pre-defined values. This frees you from the burden of having to setup the database, look for data or write the code that queries the database.
2. The real implementation of the dependencies of an object depends on factors that are hard to simulate. Suppose you would want to tabulate the likes and comments of a Facebook post by day. Where will you get your data? Your Facebook developer account is new. Heck, you still do not have friends! How will you simulate likes and comments? Mock objects offer a better approach than bothering your fellow developers to like or comment on some posts for you. And how will you simulate all these actions in a range of days if you wanted to show data by day? How about by month? What do you do if the unthinkable happens and Facebook is down at the moment? A mock object can pretend to be the Facebook library and return the data you need. You don’t have to go through the hassles I just mentioned just to get started working on your task.
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• 
Conclusion: Let’s get started


Exercise Files:

None
